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KATOOMBA AIRFIELD
Derek & Floyd Larsen (Licensees)

Overview of FLYBLUE’s vision 
for YKAT

Airfield site overview: 
89 acres located 4km east of 
Medlow Bath & 5km north of 
Katoomba

Blue Mountains:
4 million+ visitors/year 
(making it one of top tourist 
destinations in Australia)

Current population ~82k

One road in
One road out

KATOOMBA AIRFIELD
“YKAT”



Katoomba Airfield (YKAT) Officially Opened in 1969

Harold Coates MP & Mayor Ern Lesslie attended amongst 
many other guests



ENVIRONMENT
RESTORE - PROTECT - ENHANCE

YKAT triple bottom-line vision:

COMMUNITY
SAFETY & ENJOYMENT

ECONOMIC
VIABLE - SUSTAINABLE - BALANCED



KATOOMBA AIRFIELD (YKAT) – SAFETY 1ST

Currently continuing to be open to all helicopter operations, including 
emergency & defence forces; closed to fixed-wing operations except for 

emergencies due to need for 06/24 runway repair and upgrade = fixed-
wing pilots land at their own risk

X



AVIATION & NON-AVIATION ZONES:

ENVIRONMENT
RESTORE - PROTECT - ENHANCE



NET ENVIRONMENTAL GAIN:

ENVIRONMENT
environmental offset with closure of runway 10/28 = circa 2.5 ha offset for homogenous regeneration (net env gain)



ENVIRONMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION WORKS

REPAIR & UPGRADE RUNWAY 06/24

HIGHEST PRIORITY IS TO STOP FURTHER EROSION:

Initial key environmental recommendation: “…. 
highest priority for site management is to protect 

the areas from further erosion…”



ENVIRONMENT
Blue Mountains Hanging Swamps may be home to the endangered species: Giant Dragonfly and Blue Mountains 

Water Skink. By securely fencing the non-aviation zone and closing runway 10/28 with the eastern portion being 
dedicated to homogenous regeneration, along with immediate environmental remediation works, both Hanging 

Swaps present on the airfield will be protected into the future.

BOTH SITES WILL BE PROTECTED VIA NON-AVIATION 
ZONING & ENVIRO OFFSET:



Aviation & non-Aviation Zones:

ENVIRONMENT
RESTORE – PROTECT - ENHANCE

AVIATION & NON-AVIATION ZONES



ENVIRONMENT
RESTORE – PROTECT - ENHANCE

INTRODUCTION OF A RESPONSIBLE & ONGOING CARBON OFFSET PROGRAM:



100%+ CARBON OFFSETS KATOOMBA AIRFIELD

• FLYBLUE will do everything we can to offset carbon emissions by planting trees

• We will achieve this by partnering with Greenfleet, Australia’s most respected source of 

biodiverse carbon offsets

• Greenfleet connect people and organisations with real climate action by utilising offset 

donations to plant trees and restore forests

• To learn more about GreenFleet visit: www.greenfleet.com.au

• FLYBLUE has committed to donate a tree for every flight into and out of Katoomba Airfield, 

which is more than required to ensure carbon neutrality

• FLYBLUE’s Ongoing Socially and Environmentally Responsible Carbon Offset Program

• 1 FLIGHT = 1 TREE



…greatest threat to the community & the 
environment is fire..

COMMUNITY SAFETY 1ST



GROUND ZERO
EMERGENCY SERVICES TAKE PRECEDENCE AT ALL TIMES!

…..an asset of strategic value for training 
& real-life emergencies, mass casualty 

events, natural disasters, acts of 
terrorism & the like….



EXAMPLE
Emergency services utilisation 1st week Nov 2018



Priority is safety & wellbeing of aviators & 
general public:

AVIATION ZONE
SAFETY & SECURITY INSTALLATIONS



COMMUNITY
SAFETY & ENJOYMENT

Continued community enjoyment of non-aviation zones: 
bushwalkers & other community activities



Goal & Vision for the Blue Mountains:
“….grow the visitor economy in a sustainable 
manner, focusing on growing visitor yield rather 
than visitor numbers…”

Economic benefit to Blue Mtns community:

ECONOMIC
VIABLE  - SUSTAINABLE  - BALANCED



ECONOMIC
Blue Mountains tourism meaning more than just a destination point but can become a 

true “hub-&-spoke” model acting as a gateway for tourism to central west with heli-
flights to wineries, gardens, caves, fishing activities & more...



AUSTRALIAN CIVIL 
AVIATION LAW
Important to understand Australian 
Civil Aviation Law & how this relates 
to all operators conducting tourist 
flights over the Blue Mountains & 
originating from airports outside of 
the Blue Mountains:



AUSTRALIAN CIVIL 
AVIATION LAW



AUSTRALIAN CIVIL 
AVIATION LAW



KATOOMBA AIRFIELD (YKAT)
AIR SERVICES AUSTRALIA ERSA (AVIATION EN-ROUTE SUPPLEMENT)



BLUE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK
FLY NEIGHBOURLY ADVICE CURRENTLY IN ERSA



OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES - EXAMPLE:
FLYBLUE is committed to introduction & ongoing enforcement of strict 

“Conditions of Use” for YKAT



Collaboration & Consultation
Formation of a Stakeholder Group to provide input into new “Fly Neighbourly” policy 

& “General Conditions of Use” for all aircraft using Katoomba Airfield, addressing
flight paths, curfews etc..

Fly Neighbourly
Drive Neighbourly

& YKAT Conditions of Use



Current Tourism Aviation Operators’ based outside of Blue 
Mountains & their estimated flight time to YKAT

Bathurst to Katoomba = ~25 minutes

Camden to Katoomba = ~20 minutes

Bankstown to Katoomba = ~24 minutes

Richmond to Katoomba = ~18 minutes

(Badgerys Creek to Katoomba = ~18 minutes)

Today there are MANY heli-charter operators offering Joy Flights over the Blue 
Mountains, coming from airports outside of the Blue Mountains - e.g.













Fly Neighbourly
Drive Neighbourly

Stakeholder Group

ECONOMIC
VIABLE – SUSTAINABLE - BALANCED



SUMMARY

KATOOMBA AIRFIELD SITE:
• Net positive environmental rejuvenation

• Whole of site safety & environmental upgrade
• 50% dedicated to non-aviation use
• Provides an air “Safety Ramp” for General 

Aviation
• Ground Zero during emergencies

FLYBLUE OPERATIONS:
• Stakeholder group collaboration and input
• Does not represent biodiversity or biosecurity 

threat to the World Heritage National Park

• New “Fly Neighbourly” & airfield “Conditions of 
Use” protocols    will be enforced

• Ongoing Socially & Environmentally Responsible 
Carbon Offset Program

• Emergency Services take precedence at all times
• Economic alignment with BMCC’s Destination 

Management Plan

ENVIRONMENT
RESTORE - PROTECT - ENHANCE

COMMUNITY
SAFETY & ENJOYMENT

ECONOMIC
VIABLE - SUSTAINABLE 

- BALANCED


